
Exercises with Modal Verbs 

 

 

A. Change these sentences into the negative form. 

1. I can ride a bike. ____________________________________ 

2. Susan can speak Italian. ____________________________________ 

3. You should call her. ____________________________________ 

4. I can help you. ____________________________________ 

5. They must sign the book now. ____________________________________ 

6. They will take a taxi. ____________________________________ 

7. He could walk. ____________________________________ 

8. I would help him. ____________________________________ 

 

 

B. Answer the questions.  

1. Must you pay any bills today? ____________________________________ 

2. Can you speak Spanish? ____________________________________ 

3. Should you study more? ____________________________________ 

4. Would you like to live abroad? ____________________________________ 

5. Will you eat out this week? ____________________________________ 

6. Should drivers use a seat belt? ____________________________________ 

 

 

C. Circle the modal verb that best suits the sentence.   

1. The lights are on. They ___________ be at home.  

have / must / would 

2. I’m not feeling well but I have an important meeting today, so I ___________ 

go to work.  

must / can / could 

3. I _____________ leave work sooner today because I have to pick my mother up 

at the airport.  

would / will / mustn’t 

4. There are some dark clouds in the sky. It _____________ rain soon.  

may / couldn’t / would 

5. If I were you, I _____________ take that bumpy road.  

wouldn’t / will / won’t 

6. My dentist told me I _____________ forget to use the dental floss. 

shouldn’t / can / ought to 

7. You _____________ be more careful with your money. 

ought to / would / wouldn’t 

8. I _______________ cash money because they were repairing the ATM. 

could  / couldn’t / haven’t 
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Exercises with Modal Verbs 

ANSWERS 

 

A. Change these sentences into the negative form. 

1. I can ride a bike. I can’t ride a bike. 

2. Susan can speak Italian. Susan can’t speak Italian. 

3. You should call her. You shouldn’t call her. 

4. I can help you. I can’t help you. 

5. They must sign the book now. They mustn’t sign the book now. 

6. They will take a taxi. They won’t take a taxi. 

7. He could walk. He couldn’t walk. 

8. I would help him. I wouldn’t help him. 

 

B. Answer the questions.  

1. Must you pay any bills today? Yes, I must. / No, I mustn’t. 

2. Can you speak Spanish? Yes, I can. / No, I can’t. 

3. Should you study more? Yes, I should. / No, I shouldn’t. 

4. Would you like to live abroad? Yes, I would. / No, I wouldn’t. 

5. Will you eat out this week? Yes, I will. / No, I won’t. 

6. Should drivers use a seat belt? Yes, they should. / No, they shouldn’t. 

 

C. Circle the modal verb that best suits the sentence.   

1. The lights are on. They ___________ be at home.  

have / must / would 

2. I’m not feeling well but I have an important meeting today, so I ___________ 

go to work.  

must / can / could 

3. I _____________ leave work sooner today because I have to pick my mother up 

at the airport.  

would / will / mustn’t 

4. There are some dark clouds in the sky. It _____________ rain soon.  

should / couldn’t / may  

5. If I were you, I _____________ take that bumpy road.  

wouldn’t / will / won’t 

6. My dentist told me I _____________ forget to use the dental floss. 

shouldn’t / can / ought to 

7. You _____________ be more careful with your money. 

ought to / would / wouldn’t 

8. I _______________ cash money because they were repairing the ATM. 

could  / couldn’t / haven’t 
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